
May 2016 

Term 1 has been our most settled 

and fruitful term of teaching here at 

Enefa Ministry Training Centre.  This was 

due to a combination of a new principal 

and the effectiveness of long-term 

strategy.  But there may be a downside.   

Ps. Lennie and his wife Rachael 

have made a great start to their work 

here at college, slowly developing the 

site and food gardens, which have been 

much neglected. Ps Lennie’s 

combination of firm leadership and 

personal warmth has created somewhat 

of a climate of steady academic progress 

and spiritual growth.  This atmosphere is 

similar to last year, but without the 

interruptions caused by the cyclone, and 

distinctively different to our first two 

years.   

I (Tom) have enjoyed what I 
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consider to be my best term of teaching, 

taking the six first year students further 

than I have taken any previous group in 

their first term.  This has been partly due 

to the settled conditions, allowing me to 

teach regular attending students for a 

full term, and also because my teaching 

has improved as I have learnt from past 

terms and have come to better 

understand the culture, and particularly 

how the Bible is misunderstood. 

There is also something beyond us 

staff that has contributed to the good 

start to the year, and that is the 

students.   

The former principal recognised 

that there was a problem with our 

intake.  Putting it in a very Ni-Vanuatu 

way, he said that if you plant a taller 

banana tree it will take less time before 

you enjoy the fruit.  What he meant was 

that we were getting students too soon 

in their development.   

Too often churches were sending 

us their problems.  Bible College, it is 

thought, is a great place to straighten 

out wayward youth.  In that sense the 

college would be performing an 

important role (saving young people), 

but after reflecting on the first ten years 

of graduates, we noted that some had 

gone on to very good work, but many 

more had fallen down quite quickly in 

both their ministry and even in some 

cases, their Christian life.  What we 

needed to do was to convince local 

churches to send (students are sent) 

those who they want as future leaders 

rather than those who they want 

reformed.  In Ni-Vanuatu culture it is 

very difficult for the college to reject a 

student outright, but we can at least 

encourage church leaders to think the 

issue through.   

This has not been 100% successful, 

but we are on the right track.  This 

year’s intake was no more academically 

able than previous cohorts – that’s not 

the point, but they are a bit more 

mature.  It has been great to teach 

people who are already elders and 

deacons because you know that they 

will be passing the teaching on. 

The downside is that the group is 

small.  Wayward youth is Tanna’s 

biggest demographic.  Asking churches 

to send only people with a good 

Christian witness certainly cuts down 

the pool of potential students.  But it 

does mean that we are better able to 

grow the people that we do have, and 

perhaps, by the grace of God, provide 

strong Christian leaders for the church in 

the future.   

Please pray for Ps Lennie and me as 

we teach and lead the students 

spiritually, and for our wives as they 

support the college community. 
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People in rural Vanuatu tend to 

mature later and marry earlier than they 

do where we come from.  As part of the 

strategy to attract more mature 

students, we need accommodation for 

them and their spouses.  

EMTC hasn’t had accommodation 

for married couples since we have been 

here.  There was housing in 2012 when 

we first investigated coming, but by the 

next year when we arrived, the single 

male students had been given the 

buildings meant for couples due to a 

failure to carry out maintenance.  When 

a cyclone passed through last year, it 

ended any immediate prospect of 

restoring those buildings to their original 

purpose.   

In my time here I have been more 

than a little uncomfortable with married 

students living away from their spouses, 

because it means that couples cannot 

care for one another in a biblical way 

and that one is growing spiritually 

without the other.  We have had 

students miss large parts of their studies 

because of problems at home and one 

had to leave the college when his baby 

was born.  He hasn’t come back. 

This situation will be remedied this 

year in July by a team from Grace 

Accommodation for Couples   
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Presbyterian Church in NZ.  The team 

has raised money and we will utilise 

money raised to rebuild after the 

cyclone to replace the original married 

accommodation.  The team will build 

four small flats across two separate 

buildings within two weeks.  The 

churches here will be responsible to 

build separate kitchens and bathrooms, 

as is the local way.  These will not 

accommodate large families, but will 

allow married couples with their first 

children to come and study. 

Andrew (pictured) is one student 

who stands to benefit from this building.  

He is from the neighbouring island, 

Erromango, and is living at college 

without his wife who is has just given 

birth to their second child.  Given that 

Andrew’s wife will have her hands full 

with the new baby, she will not study as 

a student but she will be involved in 

daily Bible study and will be mentored 

informally by Rachael.   

Please pray for the team as they 

prepare to come and for the safe arrival 

of the materials that are currently in 

transit.   
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  Jimmy was what people might call 

a ‘witchdoctor’ or what is called here a 

‘kleva,’ but, by the grace of God, he has 

turned to Christ, studied at our college 

and is now evangelising others. 

 Jimmy’s journey has been a slow 

one.  He threw away the stones used for 

magic sometime around the turn of the 

millennium.  This was not so much a 

turning to Christ, but in order to avoid 

the dangerous side of magic which, if 

practiced with negative emotions, can 

backfire and harm the kleva.  In Jimmy’s 

case this danger was particularly 

imminent because he used magic not 

only positively to produce crops but also 

to cause sickness and even death.  He 

told me once that he believed that if he 

hadn’t stopped practicing, he would be 

dead himself. 

After giving up his stones, he was 

visited by a spirit who induced him to 

eat human flesh with him in a vision.  

This spirit then visited him regularly 

telling him who would come the next 

day, what sickness they had and how to 

heal them.  In this way, through the 

spirit, he worked as a healer for people 

for many years. 

Jimmy finds it hard to articulate 

how he became Christian. It seems it 

Jimmy’s Story   
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was a slow journey with steps including 

listening to the New Testament in his 

own language, coming to understand 

that his ancestors had once been 

Christian (before they joined the John 

Frum movement) and coming to college, 

where, it seems, he did most of his 

Christian thinking so far.  

Jimmy is now a mission worker 

(church planter) in a nearby area, which 

is great because he drops in from time 

to time to ask questions and talk about 

his work.  There are some really 

encouraging things about Jimmy’s 

ministry that are distinctly different to 

many previous workers.  

1) He is focused on leading 

people to Christ rather than 

simply creating church 

structures. 

2) He’s focused on the Bible.   

3) He’s not afraid to ask questions 

– he doesn’t try to impress or 

look competent. 

4) He asks questions about 

spiritual things.  Often I get 

asked about a new guitar, 

water tank or other material 

things.  One reason for that is 

that some of our mission 

workers are focused on 

bringing ‘civilisation.’  Jimmy 

tends to grapple with the Bible 

and the spiritual issues of 

Tanna. 

Jimmy’s work is slow and he has 

had some discouragement in his own 

family with some of his relations joining 

the Mormons because they offer to pay 

people’s school fees if they join.  But 

Jimmy is continuing to plod on in his 

work and explain the gospel as best he 

can.  He says that he can ask people to 

listen to him based on the relationships 

he has because he once healed them. 

All this makes Jimmy somewhat of 

a ‘poster boy’ for mission on Tanna.  His 

story joins the work of Bible translation 

with ministry training.  He is the 

archetypal heathen-turned-missionary.  

But I’m always hesitant to tell these 

stories.  Even as a graduate of our 

training centre, he is still a fragile new 

Christian still grappling with core beliefs.  

Sometimes I feel I can teach Jimmy 

more sitting under a tree than I did in 

the classroom.  But what is important is 

that the relationship is there, and more 

so, that the Holy Spirit is working in him.   

Please pray for Jimmy and other 

graduates like him, and also for me as I 

try to work with our students once they 

have graduated. 
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 Give thanks for a positive start 

to the year and what the 

students have learnt this term 

in Evangelism, Introduction to 

the Bible and Books of Moses. 

 Give thanks for the six new 

students and pray for them that 

they grow in knowledge, faith 

and love over their time at 

college. 

 Give thanks for Ps. Lennie and 

Rachael who have made a 

positive start to their ministry 

at college.   

 Please pray for Tom who is 

teaching Interpreting the Bible 

next term.  This is a pivotal 

subject and one that Tom is still 

struggling with. 

 Please pray for Ps. Lennie who 

is teaching both Discipleship 

and Former Prophets this term, 

both of which are new subjects 

for him. 

 Give thanks for good rainfall on 

Tanna and that people’s 

gardens (family farms) are 

growing well. 

 Pray for Margaret who is 

learning the Naka language and 

that this helps her build strong 

relationships.   

 Please pray for our kids and us 

as we teach them in their 

schooling and about Jesus. 

 Give thanks for the good health 

that we have experienced so far 

this year. 

 Give thanks that three more 

expatriate mission families 

have come to Tanna in the last 

year.  Please pray for their work 

and that we can continue to 

enjoy fellowship with them. 

 Please pray for the building 

team as they get ready to come 

and that the materials arrive 

safely and in good time.  Give 

thanks that the cement has 

already arrived. 

P R A Y E R  N O T E S  
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Contact Information 

Email:  wordworks5511@hotmail.com (Tom) 

 margaret-richards@hotmail.com (Margaret) 

Phone:  (+678) 5566771 (Tom) 

 (+678) 5566772 (Margaret) 

Address: PO Box 97 
 Lenekel, Tanna 

 Vanuatu 

 (Please contact us before sending packages) 

Blogsite: www.talkingabouttanna.com 

 

Giving Information 

Direct Deposit: 

Name:  Westminster Presbyterian Church 

BSB: 036302 

Number: 354466 

* You must include reference “Richards Family” 

Contact: John McRae (WPCWA Treasurer) 

4 Old Maida Vale Rd 

Maida vale 6057 

+61 (0)8 5494 7401 

jpmacrae@aol.com 

Lesley Chang (WPCWA Bookkeeper) 

lesley.chang@abridge.com.au  
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