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The ticks were flowing fast.  There 

was little need to, but I checked back 

through to make sure of the mark.  Yep, 

there it was: twenty-nine out of thirty.  

Impressive for the Revelation exam, 

especially considering that it was 

backing up a solid twenty-four out of 

thirty for Theology of Last Things.  And 

not bad for an unschooled young man 

who came to college from a mission 

field in a previously John Frum cargo cult 

area. 

Marking Joe’s exam was the 

highlight of my year and I still feel 

emotional about it.  I am proud of the 

progress he made and excited by the 

opportunity that it represents. 

Joe and his brother came from a 

village that is part of the ‘Unity’ 

movement which seeks to unify John 

Fruit in Season 
 

T H E  R I C H A R D S  F A M I L Y  S E R V I N G  J E S U S  O N  T A N N A  I S L A N D ,  V A N U A T U  

T A L E M A O T    vt. 1. reveal 2. confess 3. declare 
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Frum with Christianity.  As part of our 

mission program, there is a mission 

worker, John, placed there, who himself 

was trained at the college, and has been 

faithfully witnessing there for the past 

six years.  It was John who encouraged 

the brothers to come to college. 

They first attended the Discipleship 

Centre where they developed basic 

literacy skills, before leaving home to 

come to college. 

When he arrived, Joe was a weak 

student.  He struggled academically and 

was too shy to stand up to read or pray.  

However, little by little he grew; he kept 

his head down in the classroom and 

small steps in practicing ministry skills in 

the supportive environment of the 

college gave him confidence.  By his last 

week at college he preached a sound 

sermon on Revelation 3:1-6, frequently 

referring to the text and challenging his 

listeners with it. 

During this time he was growing 

spiritually in ways which were noticed at 

home.  The college won the respect of 

the boys’ family when they noticed that 

the boys had grown quieter, gentler and 

more respectful of their elders.   

In their last term, I sat down with 

the graduating students and asked them 

what they wanted to do when they 

finished.  Joe’s immediate response was 

that he and Roger wanted to take the 

gospel back to their people and teach 

them from the Bible. 

I was overjoyed with his response 

as it was exactly what I had been 

praying for.  John, one of our best 

mission workers, has been asking for 

support in his area for two years 

because of the opportunities he sees for 

expansion.  Now, Joe and Roger can 

grow under his mentorship while serving 

in an already strong work. 

Of course, Joe and Roger weren’t 

the only students graduating. 

Robbie, who was sent to college by 

his established congregation on the 

island of Erromango, will go back home 

and serve in that church and be trained 

and mentored by a competent pastor, 

Ps. Johnson. 

Three young women, Kume, 

Napopo and Lesbet, who came from 

another ‘Unity’ mission field, said that 

they wanted to go back to their people 

and teach Sunday School.  Those 

placements will be overseen by my good 

friend and close colleague, Ps. Joshua 

from North Tanna. 

Someone once commented to me 

that this is a very slow way to do mission 

– relying on students coming to college 

to see people firmly established in the 

faith.   

Yes, in one sense I agree, it is slow.  

But slow in a hare and tortoise kind of 

way.  It is good solid ministry; convicting 

people of the gospel and equipping 



January 2015 

3 

 

them to share it with others. 

And is it really that slow?  It is 

ministry that multiplies.  John studied at 

this college and then taught what he 

knew to others including Joe and Roger, 

who have now been built up and can 

share what they know with others – as 

can the others who are graduating. 

Joe’s result wasn’t a fluke and it 

wasn’t because the test was easy.  That 

kid was punching well above his weight.  

Students with twice his schooling didn’t 

touch his mark.  It was a result of 

listening carefully, working consistently, 

getting the basics straight and then 

building on that foundation.   

It has been a tough year for me at 

college.  We have had some behavioural 

issues with students, and our principal, 

Ps. Yarwell, has been regularly absent, 

leaving me to run the college alone 

without the official authority to do so.  

But seeing Joe and his classmates’ 

growth has been a tremendous 

encouragement.  This is work worth 

doing! 

Perhaps you too have been doing it 

tough in one way or another as you 

partner in this ministry.  Perhaps you 

have given up other things so that you 

can support this work.  Perhaps you 

struggled to find time to pray regularly 

for us.  Well, I hope these students’ 

progress is an encouragement to you 

too.  

We thank you for your support and 

ask that you keep praying for us and for 

Joe and the others.    
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Discouragement is the greatest 

factor that causes mission workers to 

leave their ministries, and they ask for 

more workers to be sent, more than 

they ask for anything else.  We are 

inviting people to come to Tanna and 

join our team mid-term in order to meet 

these needs – at least in part.   

We are calling this opportunity 

‘Compelled’ after the NIV’s translation 

of the main verb in 2 Corinthians 5:14. 

People who take up this challenge 

will spend a month with us at our home 

at SIPBC learning language and culture, 

and then three months in a village 

supporting a local mission worker. 

Some of the aims of this program 

are: 

 Encourage a mission worker by 

showing that people care enough 

about their work to come. 

 Have a fresh voice share the 

gospel. 

 Model a right response to the love 

that God demonstrates in Jesus’ 

death and the call to minister to 

the lost that it implies. 

Compelled  
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 Encourage people in Australia and 

New Zealand (and any other 

country that participates) to take 

up mission work by providing a real 

opportunity to minister cross-

culturally. 

 Be encouraged ourselves by having 

people join us, if only for a short 

time, and have the opportunity to 

learn from the insight that they 

gain from staying at a mission field. 

We expect this work to be tough 

and for the moment we are only 

opening it up to single men and married 

couples without children.  We do 

however commit to supporting people 

as much as is possible and I (Tom) have 

some experience doing that from my 

previous work in Vanuatu in 2002-03. 

We don’t by any means claim to be 

experienced missionaries ourselves, but 

think that we can pass on what we have 

learnt, and offer some training, mostly 

by discussing readings from books which 

we have found helpful. 

Please pray that God will send 

people into this work; we really believe 

that it will be a blessing to mission 

workers, mission fields, to the people 

who come and to us.   

If you would like to find out more 

there is a video and more information at 

www.talkingabouttanna.com/compelled 

 

http://www.talkingabouttanna.com/compelled
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In September, five members of 

Covenant Presbyterian Church in 

Auckland blitzed the college, doing 

maintenance, making new bookshelves 

and desks and servicing our vehicle.  It 

was a solid start to a big initiative. 

 The mission trip was somewhat of 

an advance party; doing some valuable 

projects while creating a store of tools 

and camping equipment and gaining 

valuable experience and insight.  The 

bigger picture is annual trips to build 

staff housing, a kitchen and maybe even 

some dorms. 

Paul Vochezang, an elder in the 

Grace Presbyterian Church and a builder 

by trade, came to Tanna in 2013 to 

consider whether his church and 

denomination might contribute to 

mission work on Tanna through building 

projects.  He took back a 

recommendation to work with SIPBC 

because it was clear who the recipients 

are and what buildings would be used 

for.   

Paul’s local church has committed 

to annual trips and we are hoping that 

Grace Presbyterian Church will take on 

the college as a denomination-wide 

mission project. 

Join a Work Party 

A
a

ro
n

 (
le

ft
) 

a
n

d
 J

a
m

es
 b

u
ild

in
g

 a
 s

to
ra

g
e 

sh
ed

 f
o

r 
eq

u
ip

m
en

t 



January 2015 

7 

 

This is great news for the college.  

Better buildings are not just about 

looking and feeling good; we believe 

that they will actually support the 

teaching of the Word of God.  Better 

staff housing should help to attract staff 

and encourage them to settle down 

here and make the college their home.  

Better facilities for students should 

translate to better health and so more 

days in the classroom as well as 

attracting more mature students.  We 

find that young singles are happy to 

come and rough it at college, but we 

would like to attract people with a 

stronger Christian witness and some 

ministry experience.  Typically these 

people are married and our current 

facilities don’t really meet their needs. 

Paul hopes to bring another team 

back next September to begin 

construction of either a kitchen/dining 

room and/or a house for the principal.  

You or someone you know could join a 

short-term mission team. 

There is an opportunity here for 

Aussies as well as Kiwis.  This could 

happen in one of two ways.  Firstly, 

Aussies could join Paul’s team.  

Someone coming would need to pay 

their way as well as contribute to the 

fundraising target of $20,000 a trip.  

There will be about five to ten places on 

the team depending on Paul’s final 

decision making, and up to half of those 

could be available to Aussies. 

A second way Aussies could join 

this work is that WPC could send its own 

team on a separate trip.  Under this 

scenario, a building might be broken 

down into, say, three stages.  Grace 

might do one stage, WPC the next and 

so on.  To achieve this, we would need 

to find an Australian equivalent of Paul; 

a godly man who would coordinate 

fundraising from the Australian end, 

communicate with Paul and I and lead 

building teams to come to the college 

annually. 

If any of this interests you as an 

individual or a church, then we’d love to 

hear from you: 

Email: wordworks5511@hotmail.com 

Phone: (+678) 5566771 

Thank you to the team from 

Covenant for your great work! 

mailto:wordworks5511@hotmail.com


Talemaot 

8 

 

While staying with us, Lindsay 

managed to make friends with students, 

perform at a circumcision ceremony, 

visit a school, bake bread, walk about 

120km, have a song written about him, 

work on our hilux, attend a youth 

convention, (nearly) kick a winning goal, 

dance on stage, look after our kids, 

injure himself on coral while snorkelling, 

see a volcano, wield a machete, build a 

fence and learn enough language that 

he was able to give a farewell speech in 

Bislama.  And he only stayed a month! 

Lindsay was doing a gap year 

cadetship at St. Matthews Church in 

Perth.  When his planned mission trip to 

Africa fell through, some friends put St. 

Matts in touch with us and Africa’s loss 

became our gain.   

It was great to have Lindsay with 

us.  He was great company, helpful to 

our family and was able to give us fresh 

insight into the lives of the students.  

Being closer to the students’ age and 

status he was able to bridge the gap 

somewhat between us and them.   

I think he would also have been 

helpful to the students.  He was a strong 

Christian witness to them and a friend 

from a different culture.  Exposure to 

someone that they can relate to with a 

Lindsay fills a Gap 
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different worldview could help them to 

become more aware of their own 

cultural assumptions, and, perhaps one 

day, be more likely to think critically 

(and biblically) about them.  

We think that our college was a 

good place for a gap student to spend 

time and Lindsay’s feedback was that it 

worked out well for him too. 

We would certainly consider 

hosting other people during a gap year 

who wanted to do a mission exposure 

trip, and we would be happy to hear 

from interested churches.  In fact, we 

think two people at a time might work 

out well. 

However we feel that in order to 

host people in the future, we need to 

construct a little shack out the back of 

our house for them to live in.  We are 

currently working on a plan and then a 

quotation for materials, but we think 

that it might cost between $3000 and 

$5000.  Perhaps if there was a church or 

organisation with a gap year program 

that thought they might like to send 

people, they could consider donating 

the materials and maybe even sending a 

team to build it. 

The building would also be used for 

‘Compelled’ (above), work parties 

(above) and other visitors to the college. 

 

Email: wordworks5511@hotmail.com 

Phone: (+678) 5566771 

 

Thank you Lindsay, we pray that 

God will send more people like you!  

  

mailto:wordworks5511@hotmail.com
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 I (Margaret) love the weather at 

this time of year – it’s hot and rainy and 

great for gardening. There is so much 

fruit around and everything is green and 

humid.  

I was talking to Namahl recently, 

and describing the weather in Perth 

where the hot time comes with the dry, 

and how it makes gardening more 

difficult in summer. She said, yes, 

Vanuatu is good, the men of Vanuatu 

make the rain.  

The people of Tanna are 

subsistence farmers and traditionally 

they believe that by performing rituals 

using special stones and leaves, and by 

keeping special taboos, particular men 

are able to control the weather and 

bring good crops.  

Namahl is our new house helper 

(Lesbet’s mother-in-law) and is from a 

Christian village close by but she still 

relies on the magic men for her garden. 

We think that many villages on Tanna 

that choose a Presbyterian, AOG or 

Catholic label still have many individuals 

who haven’t heard or accepted the 

gospel of Jesus Christ as Lord and King 

above all. 

The Rain on Tanna 
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In the last six months we have been 

busy in the garden getting two vegie 

patches going, one more our style and 

one more Vanuatu style. Our Ni-Van 

friends have been helping us too, 

Namahl and Lesbet and also David and 

Alice. It’s nothing like the scale of their 

gardens which provide more than 

enough food for their families for a year, 

but we love it, it’s been fun with the kids 

and it’s always something to talk about 

with friends.  

Please pray for us in our daily lives 

as we go about our little activities, that 

we can find ways to show our trust in 

Jesus for our needs, and most of all for 

forgiveness.  
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As we huddled around the small 

fire, soaked and shivering, Lindsay 

commented how hard the rain had been 

on the 12km walk (the hilux wasn’t 

running), but oddly I hadn’t really 

thought about it until then; I had just 

been pumped about getting to the 

youth convention.  The topic was True 

Church, and I was privileged to be the 

speaker.   

At home ‘youth’ usually means high 

school age, but here it extends even to 

married people in their late twenties. In 

September, about 100 of these youth 

from the five southern islands 

converged on Middle Bush, Tanna for a 

week of fellowship, worship, teaching, 

workshops, sport, and singing and 

dancing.  

Their chosen topic was the cults 

and new religions which are sweeping 

Vanuatu, and in some cases might have 

diminished their youth groups.  We 

focused on the ‘True Church’ which, by 

presenting the historic Christian faith 

alongside the errors of false teaching, 

gave me the opportunity to stress the 

core truths of the gospel and salvation 

again and again. 

Please pray that our youth will be 

well grounded in their faith. 

True Church Youth Convention 
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Ps. Yarwell was the principal whom 

we met when we investigated mission 

on Tanna.  It was he and his wife, Elsie, 

who warmly welcomed us to our new 

home.  And it has been he whom I (Tom) 

have worked closely with over the past 

two years.  So on one hand, we received 

the news that he is being replaced by Ps. 

Leni (currently a pastor on Aniwa) with 

some sadness. 

On the other hand, for a range of 

personal reasons, he and Elsie have not 

been living at college this year, meaning 

that he has regularly neglected his 

duties.  So it was also with some relief 

that we look forward to Ps. Leni’s 

arrival.  Unfortunately, it is currently 

unclear whether he will take up his 

position in 2015 or 2016, making 

preparation difficult. 

Ps. Yarwell is a strong evangelical 

Bible teacher with a gift for encouraging 

students and an analytical mind which 

has allowed him to give good direction 

to the college. I enjoyed working under 

him, especially in my first year when he 

and his family were settled here.  Please 

pray for him as he thinks about how to 

serve in the future, and the college as it 

transitions to a new leader. 

Farewell to Ps. Yarwell 
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We would like to thank those who 

helped us purchase our big water tank 

and solar/wind system. They are 

functioning and have made our lives 

sustainable and productive.  

Specifically: electricity (24V, 200Ah 

with a 360W inverter) has enabled Tom 

to run a computer, meaning that he can 

store and improve his lectures year-by-

year and possibly eventually share them 

with other lecturers; a light at night 

helps me have prep/chores time while 

the children are asleep; a 40L freezer 

has meant we can add some meat and 

cheese to our diet; and some extra 

donations have meant that we will be 

able to share our power with the 

classrooms.  We also have a 2000W 

generator for power tools and mobile 

sound and lighting for events. 

Having running water (tank + 24V 

pump + plumbing) has improved 

hygiene, reduced runny tummies and 

skin infections, and has meant no more 

carrying buckets.  The 10,000L should 

help us through the winter dry season, if 

we can keep our usage to 200L a day.  

So, we are so grateful for God’s 

provision through you.  We think these 

things have helped us work better for 

his kingdom here.   

Thank You for Water & Electricity 
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 Give thanks for the graduating 

students and pray for them as 

they take up their ministry, 

especially that they will 

maintain a strong Christian 

walk. 

 Give thanks for our year of 

home schooling (Sam Y1, Lucy 

K, Tim sitting up for stories, 

Annie being looked after), and 

pray for Margaret as she gets 

ready to teach next year, and 

both of us as we seek to lead 

our children in godliness. 

 Tom is busy with formally 

registering and accrediting our 

college.  Please pray that this 

process will go smoothly and 

that he will find the time and 

energy without compromising 

his teaching. 

 Pray that Ps. Yarwell can think 

carefully about how to serve 

Christ in the future, and for Ps. 

Leni as he takes up work as 

Principal. 

 Pray for a great intake of new 

students in 2015 and that the 

staff can build them up 

spiritually, academically and 

practically as workmen 

approved by God. 

 Please pray that God will send 

appropriate people to the 

Compelled program. 

 We are thinking a lot about 

how to reach our neighbours 

with the gospel.  Please pray 

that God is with us in our 

decision making.   

 The land that the college is on 

is currently under dispute.  

Please give thanks that 

mediation of this issue is 

currently running in our favour, 

and pray that the issue can be 

fully resolved.   

 Please give thanks for the work 

party that came in September 

and pray that more teams can 

come in the future to help to 

grow our work here and that 

God will supply our needs in 

this area. 

 Pray that our kids can develop 

meaningful friendships with 

other kids who live nearby.  

 Give thanks that our support 

has improved in the last couple 

of months (93% plus some one-

off donations), and pray that 

God will continue to provide for 

our ministry, both financially 

and spiritually. 

P R A Y E R  N O T E S  
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Contact Information 

Email:  wordworks5511@hotmail.com (Tom) 

 margaret-richards@hotmail.com (Margaret) 

Phone:  (+678) 5566771 (Tom) 

 (+678) 5566772 (Margaret) 

Address: PO Box 97 
 Lenekel, Tanna 

 Vanuatu 

Blogsite: www.talkingabouttanna.com 

 

Giving Information 

Direct Deposit: 

Name:  Westminster Presbyterian Church 

BSB: 016-112 

Number: 9030-86423 

* You must include reference “Richards Family” 

Contact: John McRae (WPCWA Treasurer) 

4 Old Maida Vale Rd 

Maida vale 6057 

+61 (0)8 54947401 

jpmacrae@aol.com 

Lesley Chang (WPCWA Bookkeeper) 

lesley.chang@abridge.com.au  
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