
Prayer   
 Give thanks to God that we have 

both a work permit and a visa to 

minister here. 

 Give thanks that we were able 

find a suitable vehicle and pray 

that it will be a blessing to the 

work on Tanna.  

 Give thanks that God has given 

us strength to make it through 

this busy time, and ask that he 

continues to do so. 

 Please pray that the family will 

settle well in our new home, and  

that the kids will feel safe  and 

secure there. 

 Please pray for Tom as he pre-

pares to teach this semester.  

 Please pray that we all become 

fluent speakers of Bislama. 
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The Journey Begins 
 We have been so happy to have made it to Vanuatu by the 

grace of God and through the partnership of those who pray and 

give. 

 As we write, we have now been in Port Vila, the capital of 

Vanuatu for a month now.  Tanna, where we will minister, is an 

entirely different island, and we have been here longer than ex-

pected doing practical and administrative tasks.  However, this has 

ended up as a blessing to us.  We  have been given affordable 

housing here and have and the 

opportunity to meet many people 

working in various forms of min-

istry here.    

 This has enabled us to 

build up a network of people 

who can give us support and 

encouragement . It has given us 

time to pick some older and 

wiser brains about how to approach life and ministry on Tanna, 

and it has enabled us to build relationships with people and or-

ganisations that we can work alongside.  We really feel privileged to 

be among faithful people who serve the Lord here. 

 In terms of our work and preparation for Tanna, we give 

thanks to God for the progress that we have made.  We now have a 

visa to work in the country and have found a good vehicle that will 

be valuable for our work.  We have also been working from here on 

the completion of our house on Tanna by getting supplies from the 

hardware here and shipping them to Tanna. 

 We have been very pleased with the progress of our house at 

the Bible College where we will be based, and highly impressed 

with the principal of the college who has been organising things 

from his end.  We praise God for his diligence and hope to continue 

our good working relationship when 

we arrive. 

 We thank you for your partner-

ship in the gospel, and ask that you 

continue to pray for us as we move 

down to Tanna in the next week or 

two. 

Support 
 We thank God for 

all those people and 

churches that he has 

chosen to bless in such a 

way that they have been 

able to partner us finan-

cially in this work. 

 We are pleased to 

announce that our level 

of support is at 98% and 

that many of our other 

needs such as our, 

house, car and generator 

and been generously pro-

vided for. 

talemaot vt. reveal 2. confess 3. declare 

 
Blog:   www.talkingabouttanna.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/talkingabouttanna 

Twitter:   @talkabouttanna 

February 2013 



Margaret   

The kids  

Blog:   www.talkingabouttanna.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/talkingabouttanna 

Twitter:   @talkabouttanna 

Tom   

 I am enjoying this adventure so far. Important 

things like our visas and permits have seemed out of 

our control and we have had opportunities each day to 

give our worries to God and trust 

him. This has been really great.  

 I have appreciated the op-

portunities we have had to get to 

know other missionary families 

here in PV. We are so grateful for 

being able to stay at the SIL 

(bible translators) housing. We have shared meals and 

begun relationships and feel like we have been wel-

comed into their community. Some of the ladies have 

lent me their recipe books so I have had fun experi-

menting with a few ideas in the kitchen.  

 I have also enjoyed some Bislama lessons and can 

see some progress!  

We have been able to have pretty good internet connec-

tion here in PV so emails, facebook and even a few goes 

with facetime have helped to keep feeling connected to 

people back home.  

 Since being in PV we have felt so supported and 

encouraged and cared for by people back home and we 

thank you all for this. 

 So far the kids are settling really well. They seem 

to just go with whatever is happening and we are really 

grateful for this. We talk about Australia a lot, our fam-

ily and friends and all the places we know.  But they 

don’t seem to have missed things in a way that has 

made them sad yet.  

 Out and about the kids have loved going on the 

public transport minibuses, walking through the busy 

market and choosing fruit and veg (Lucy likes to be 

lifted up when you pass the bags of moving crabs) and 

joining in at the International Church Sunday school.  

 We have been very grateful for the lovely big yard 

and store of books/toys here at the SIL housing. This 

week Sam desperately wanted to borrow out the 600 

piece puzzle of the world map. After twisting my arm we 

got it out and it has now become a family project. Lucy 

loves colouring in and books and will sit for half an 

hour and colour in fancy hearts or aeroplanes drawn by 

Mummy. Timmy just really likes to join in and be part of 

everything whether it is a game of cricket or hide-and-

seek.  Annie Joy is growing each day and is a soft, 

chubby, smiley 

bundle. I have 

been really enjoy-

ing seeing the 

way the older 

kids show their 

love for Annie. 

 I have now been given my subjects to teach for 

term 1: Doctrines of Grace (the gospel and salvation) for 

first years, and evangelism, mission, and discipleship to 

second years.  So now I can prepare for the challenge of 

teaching. 

 While it is fantastic that the first years will be 

shown the gospel in the first term of college, it is a 

tricky starting point.  As I understand it, they won’t 

have done an overview of theology or necessarily have 

much of an understanding of God and sin.  Without a 

sense of the magnificent holiness of God and the horror 

of our rebellion against him, it will be difficult for the 

students to grasp the amazing grace of the gospel.   

 This is not an enormous problem, it just means 

that I will need to build the context of the gospel into 

the course.  As evangelicals, we see the gospel as the 

centre of our system of doctrine, and its proper context 

is the whole Bible, particularly the unfolding story of the 

holy and gracious God saving his unfaithful people. 

 I am thankful that God has provided excellent re-

sources through his people, like Marty Foord’s doctrine 

map, and The Bible Overview.  I will enjoy delving into 

the Old and New Testaments as I share this doctrine 

with the students.   

 Please pray that unsaved students will respond to 

the gospel and that all students learn to convey it to 

others. 


