
Prayer   
 Give thanks that God has 

blessed our partners in a way 

that has allowed them to give 

generously to the mission.  

 Please pray that the Lord will 

give us perseverance at this 

busy time. 

 Please pray that we will be able 

to get visas and a work permit 

so that we can work in Vanuatu. 

 Please pray for our four chil-

dren, that they feel secure in 

their new home and that they 

might grow through this to trust 

Jesus. 
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A Saviour and an Exciting New Year 
 It was a joy to celebrate the birth of our saviour amidst the 

busyness of making ourselves ready to serve him on Tanna.  This 

year I found my self amazed yet again that God should take on 

flesh and dwell among us and that he did that with the purpose 

of dying for sinful humanity.  It is just astonishing! 

 Less astonishing was the change in the calendar year.  Yet 

the new year does give us the opportunity to reflect on the past, 

take stock of the present, and consider the future.  We find our-

selves thanking our great God for the year we have had, asking 

for his strength in the present and excited about what he might 

do in the year ahead. 

 The highlight of the year, of course, was the birth of our 

fourth child, Annie Joy Richards.  Beyond that, we have taken 

pleasure in all of 

our children,  we 

have felt blessed 

by our church 

family and our 

ministry amongst 

them, and are joy-

ful for the Lord’s 

provision of both  

a ministry oppor-

tunity in Vanuatu, 

and now, it seems, 

much of the finances to carry out that work.  We have much to 

praise God for! 

 At present we are caught up in the busyness of moving 

overseas.  Our lives feel like they are dominated by a great big “to 

do” list that seems to increase as much as it decreases.   We are 

booked to leave on the 22nd of January. 

 We are immensely excited about the year ahead.  Having 

packed up our house into boxes and are now shipping some of 

them off, we feel compelled forward in this great adventure.  We 

don’t expect our first year to be our most effective in ministry as 

there will be a steep learning curve, but even now we pray that 

the Lord will do great things with our lowly work.  Please be in 

prayer with us. 

Support 
 We feel very encouraged and 

humbled as we have seen our support 

grow since our last update.   

 We now feel comfortable that 

the mission is viable (at least for the 

next two years) and this 

allows us to move for-

ward with our plans.   We 

have now booked to leave 

on the 22nd January. 

 We thank God for 

this provision and the 

supporters he raised up.   

 Our support levels 

are now at 83% and we 

pray that this level will 

continue to move towards 

100% as we depart. 
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 I feel like God has been looking after me espe-

cially over the last few weeks in giving me lots of good 

times with people – we had a wonderful Christmas 

with our family and close friends. I especially loved 

singing carols on Christmas night for ages round the 

piano. I have become partial to carols this Christmas 

I think and will definitely have to find a carols book to 

take over in preparation for next Christmas.  

 Being a holiday period for many people we have 

been able to catch-up with people over dinners, and 

backyard bbqs more.   

 I was also able to be with most of my extended 

family for a couple of days last week as we all came 

together to give thanks to God for my Nanna’s life. 

She went to be with God just before Christmas. I felt 

a sense of sadness at the funeral but mostly I felt in-

spired and encouraged by my Nanna’s life and her 

absolute trust in God and his promises.  

 Over the last few weeks I have been reflecting a 

bit on relationships and how they work and how I re-

late to people. I know that there will be some differ-

ences in how relationships work in Vanuatu and it 

will take time to learn these. I am praying that God 

will give our family lots of wisdom and insight in our 

new home on Tanna and so much love for the people 

he brings into our lives. 

 Our kids are going really well. They have been 

enjoying lots more time with Daddy who has been 

home a lot more after finishing formal work at 

church. Daddy loves 

watching yacht races and 

cricket so Sam has been 

really getting into those 

too. We bought a little 

cricket set for Chrissy and 

if you can’t find Tom and 

Sam they are probably 

out the back playing cricket.  

 Annie is healthy and growing fast. At six weeks 

now she has almost lost her newborn look which I am 

sad about but she is now starting to smile and coo 

which is just gorgeous. Children change constantly 

and I have to remind myself that each stage is just as 

nice as the one before. She has been a fairly settled 

baby and good at feeding so we are very blessed.  

 Over the Christmas period I really appreciated 

my Mum, sisters and brothers-in-law and brother 

showing their love and interest in our kids, making 

crafty things with them, doing special Christmasy 

things with them, hanging out with them in general 

and giving presents. We are really going to miss you 

guys.  

 Everyone feels busy, don’t they?  I do and my 

guess is that you do to.  Are we genuinely busy?  Or 

is it just our perception of our situation and the way 

we find our significance?  Personally I think it is a bit 

of both, but I won’t go into that now. 

 What it does cause me to ask though, is 

whether I will take my busyness with me.  People on 

Tanna don’t appear to be busy, at least not in the way 

that our frenetic lives do.  So can I learn to slow 

down?  Would it be helpful if I did? 

 Last year I was a guest at the general Assembly 

of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu, and they did 

things in a much slower way than we operate our 

Synod within my denomination.  The effect this had 

was to open up space for relationships to develop, for 

Bible study, and for worship.  These are all areas 

which I would like to 

find more time for. 

 But for now, 

whether it is just my 

perception or not, I 

feel busy with ship-

ping details, house 

construction, and visa 

applications.  Please 

pray that I find time for spiritual nourishment. 


